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How to Get More Out of Reading
5 Key Strategies

1.  PREVIEW and divide the text into manageable chunks before reading.
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2.  UNDERLINE and MARK the text systematically.

(  Make note of topics and main ideas; be sure you can recognize the main idea if it is not directly stated.                   

(  Make special notations for definitions and technical terms.

(  Note unfamiliar words—write your guesses for meanings from the context or look up the words and write their definitions in a few words.

(  Be able to distinguish the types of supporting details: when important, note the types of details—examples, description, facts/statistics, studies/research evidence.

3.  Pay attention to the STRUCTURE OF THE TEXT.

   
 (  Look for predominant organizational patterns and note when you see them.

          
- Comparisons & contrasts.



- Causes & effects.



- When a problem is presented and a solution given.


- When a time sequence or series of steps is presented or described.

- When a list of features, characteristics, facts or parts is enumerated.

4.  Make NOTES IN THE MARGINS of the page.

(  Paraphrase important ideas.


(  Make critical comments showing analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation of ideas.


(  Put a question mark at any point or section that seems unclear to you.

5.  SUMMARIZE what you read after each chunk.

(  Synthesize the important ideas you noted in a brief but concise statement or paragraph.
You have to read to succeed!
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